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Ecology’s Guidelines for Local Solid Waste 
Management Plans
• Washington State law requires every Ecology approved 

SWM plan to be reviewed every five years, at a 
minimum.

• Review can lead to three possible outcomes:
• “No-action” determination (uncommon)
• An Amendment is required
• A Revision is required

• Amendments allow minor adjustments to the plan 
within the five-year planning window for a variety of 
reasons, including:

• Keeping the plan up to date.
• Ensuring permits can be properly issued.
• Ensuring grant funding can be secured.
• Ensuring the appropriate commodities can be collected for 

recycling.

• Revisions are required for any changes outside the 
five-year review period OR any major changes, e.g., 
facility construction, changes in disposal methods.
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Estimated Amendment Timeline
Task
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Task 1: Project Management Plan

Task 2: Stakeholder Involvement 
Plan & Public Process Plan
Task 3: Prepare Amendment 
Framework 
Task 4: Gather Public & 
Stakeholder Input on Framework
Task 5: Economic and 
Environmental Analysis
Task 6: Prepare Draft Amendment

Task 7: Gather Public & 
Stakeholder Comments on Draft
Task 8: Develop Final Draft

Task 9: Facilitate SWAC, Council, 
Ecology Approvals & Filings
Task 10: Facilitate SEPA Review


